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Dear friends

From the Vicar...

Lent, Generosity,
and the Life We Share

February brings us to the threshold of Lent, 
beginning this year with Ash Wednesday 
on 18 February. Lent is often described as a season of reflection,
repentance, and renewal – a time when we take stock of our lives
and ask again what really matters, what needs to be let go of, and
what God may be calling us towards.

At its heart, Lent is not about guilt or deprivation for its own sake. It
is about making space - space for God, for prayer, for generosity of
spirit, and for a renewed sense of trust. We remember again that
everything we have is gift: our lives, our relationships, our abilities,
our resources. Before we think about what we give, we are invited
to dwell on what we have received.

It is in that spirit that, as Lent begins, we will be inviting the
congregation to reflect again on stewardship from the First Sunday
of Lent. Stewardship is not a single event, nor simply about one
aspect of church life, but part of our ongoing response to God’s
generosity. It invites us to consider how we live thankfully and
faithfully with all that has been entrusted to us – our time, our
abilities, and our resources – for the flourishing of the church and
the wider community.
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William

Of course, there is a practical reality to church life. Keeping our buildings
safe, warm, and open; supporting ministry, mission, and pastoral care;
paying for insurance, utilities, and diocesan contributions – all of this costs
money. These are not abstract concerns, but the quiet, often unseen work
that enables the church to be a place of welcome, prayer, and service for
the whole community.

Yet stewardship is not driven by anxiety or pressure. It grows out of
gratitude. We give not because we are coerced, but because generosity
reflects the character of God we see revealed in Jesus. When we give
thoughtfully and prayerfully, we participate in God’s work of sustaining
and renewing the life we share together.

During Lent there will be opportunities to reflect on stewardship in worship,
prayer, and practical information about the church’s finances and future
plans. This is not about comparison or judgement, but about each person
discerning what a faithful response looks like for them at this moment in
their lives.

As we mark Ash Wednesday and step into Lent, perhaps we might hold
this simple question before God: How is God inviting me to live generously
– with my time, my gifts, and my resources – for the good of others and
the glory of God?

With  every  blessing
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Home groups are a great way of getting to know people better and
developing a wider friendship group at church. They provide the
opportunity to discuss things in depth and ask questions about issues
that matter to us. 
 
Home groups at St Mary Magdalene's are autonomous; varying in
character, frequency and day/time of meeting. Meetings often include
an element of worship; a discussion, prayer and of course a chance to
catch up with each other's news. Our front cover this month shows
Khoda, resident of the Cromer Road Home Group - we get together
most weeks to talk about scripture or discuss other texts. We’re
currently enjoying ‘The Lost Message of Paul’ by Steve Chalke. 

Home Groups

If you’d like to find out more about Home Groups contact Rev William
Smith or the church office on  01926 470449.

Diana Taulbut and Sara Snatt



St Mary Magdalene’s
Vicarage Road CV32 7RH

COFFEE
MORNING
PLUS

CRAFTS
 

JO
IN US FOR

SATURDAY 14TH FEBRUARY
10 - 12
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St Mary
Mag’sYarn Cafe
 

Come and Join in

Beginners are Welcome

 Tuesdays 2-4

 07758 857740

The octagon
St MM’s Vicarage Rd
Lillington CV32 7RH

Sew Knit Crochet Chat

2ND & 4TH
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Colour me in!



It is time to celebrate! Ten years ago in February 2016, our
church launched Love Lillington which offers support to our
community, within the Parish Boundary, under three headings of
Prayer, Money and Action. 

Setting everything up was hard work and challenging at the start
but much has been achieved in ten years and there is still much to
achieve. Stories are probably too long to tell here and client
confidentiality prevents us from sharing too much, but the most
important thing is that through the Love Lillington Grant Fund we
are able to continue our work. The fund has remained healthy
with thanks to regular donations from our generous
congregations, successful grant application funding and other
donations, not forgetting our fund-raising events – coffee mornings
and concerts. 

My personal thanks go to my colleagues Charlotte Sanders and
Delia Button (Money/Grants Administrators) Caroline Carr (Prayer
Administrator) Revd Charlotte Gale, Revd William Smith and Revd
Cerys Smith for their unwavering support. 
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Love Lillington is
 10 Years Old! 



Love Lillington Action could not survive without the volunteers so thanks
must also go to the team of 22 people who give of their time to go out
into the community and do what they can with decorating, gardening,
delivering donations and many more things. 

The Love Lillington Planning Team are meeting to work out a programme
of events for 2026 so watch this space and see how you can celebrate
with us and perhaps get a bit more involved. 

Our 10th Anniversary Love Lillington Coffee Morning will take place on
Saturday 14th March 10.00am to 12.00noon in church and the
Octagon. See you there! 

Christine Butler (Action) Delia Button (Grants) Caroline Carr (Prayer) 

lovelillingtonaction@lillingtonparishchurch.org
lovelillingtongrants@lillingtonparishchurch.org
lovelillingtonprayers@lillingtonparishchurch.org
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Love
Lillington 
Volunteers
Hard at 
Work
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Colour me in!
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STAR CHURCH
11.15 SUNDAY  FAMILY FOCUS

INCLUSIVE CELEBRATION
LIVE MUSIC

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP
@St Mary Mag’s



Some time ago, I was visiting Norway for a few days and did the usual
tourist thing of going on a boat trip up one of the fjords. The weather
was not the best, with low cloud over the glaciers and the spray from
the boat on the windows made it quite difficult to see the scenery. 

One of my fellow travellers suggested I go out on the rear of the boat
to take in the view. It was partly covered by a canopy and there were
others doing the same, so we all got chatting. It was bracing to say the
least with the low temperature and spray from the boat, but it was an
experience. However, as we chatted to one another some folk went
back inside to get a hot drink. What came next literally took my breath
away! 

What I didn’t realise was that the boat was about to make a u-turn to
return to dock; I had been so engrossed watching the tracks of the
boat at the rear as it sped along. Suddenly all the gallons of water that
had gathered in the canopy flowed to one corner and the whole lot
came down on me! A deluge of cold water, missing the others. I gasped
as I couldn’t take in what had happened for a few seconds - I was
literally soaked to the skin. After recovering, I could only imagine what
a sight I must look and just burst out laughing. A very kind gentleman
took a neatly pressed handkerchief from his breast pocket and handed
it to me to at least allow me to mop my face. 
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A Trip to Remember



It was certainly the talking point of the return journey, with lots of offers to
get me hot drinks. One passenger said I looked as though I had been
swimming and promptly showed me the moment it was captured on his
phone! The whole episode made it a very memorable trip indeed. 

But, I do believe there is a moral to this story. If we stand still and just look at
what is past, concentrating only on the things that are behind us, then when
life does throw something unexpected at us, we can often be overwhelmed
and totally unprepared for it. I know we don’t know what is ahead of us, but
by looking forward and having faith, we can be better prepared for the times
when we get our breath taken away and are stunned in to silence. Look
ahead, not back is the lesson that I learned from my experience. Those times
when I find myself dwelling on the past, I tell myself, ‘Get up and go to the
front of the boat. Keep looking forward to face the sun and the positives in
life; difficulties and sorrow will fade into the background. 

Turn your face to the sun and let the shadows fall behind you.’ 
 
Jan Talbot 
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Coffee Mornings
We love a coffee morning
here at St Mary Mag’s 
and enjoy the  lovely 
coming together of
community which they
bring.

Our December coffee
morning raised over
£1,600 and brought a 
smile to a good few 
people’s faces. 

Join us for more coffee mornings . They’re on Saturday from 10 - 12.

      
Coffee Mornings include
kids’ crafting stalls

Join us for great 
coffee and delicious

homemade cakes.

February 14th
March 14th
April 11th



 

CLEANING

CLEAN AND
FRAGRANT

GREENCARPET

CALL/msg: 07714280018
whole property /
rooms rate / spots removed /
‘emergency’ call outs /

Gr333n.carpet.cleaning@gmail.com



BROWNS
T H E  R O O F I N G  C O M P A N Y 

Tiling & Slating
New Roofs
EPDM Flat Roofs
Re Roofs

UPVC Guttering
Fascias & Soffits
Ridge Tiles Repaired
UPVC Dry Verge / Ridge

Lead Flashing Repairs
Gutter Cleaning
Moss Removal
Chimney Repair
Flat Roofs

 

We cover all your roofing needs, from new installations and flat roofs to roof and
chimney repairs. With many years of experience and hundreds of satisfied customers,
you can trust us. Our work is backed by the Confederation of Roofing Contractors.

Welcome to Browns the Roofing Company. We
are an experienced roofing company covering
South Birmingham, Warwickshire, Oxfordshire &
Worcestershire. If you are looking for a new
roof or repairs to an existing roof, then please
get in touch. We offer a wide range of services
to the Warwickshire community.

YOUR ROOFING EXPERTS 

Simply scan to
visit us online Delivering exceptional 5-star service

BROWNS
T H E  R O O F I N G  C O M P A N Y 
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Colour me in! (Crayon genius level)



 

If you’re thinking about upgrading
your flooring, Hamilton Carpets &
Flooring is here to help. Based in
Warwick, we offer high quality
flooring with first class service to
transform your space. 
Get in touch today to find the perfect
fit for your home.

 

WHY CHOOSE US?
 

10% OFF WITH THIS ADVERT

Mobile showroom for home selection and
with a combined 100+ years of experience,
Hamilton Carpets & Flooring has been
trusted by homeowners across
Warwickshire & further afield for quality
flooring and expert service. We pride
ourselves on our craftsmanship, attention
to detail and customer satisfaction.
Whether you’re looking for carpets, luxury
vinyl, vinyl and more, we’ll help you find the
perfect solution for your home.

ENQUIRE FOR
GREAT PRICES

Unit 10 Trident Park, Poseidon Way, Warwickshire CV34 6SW

01926 962770
hamiltonflooring.co.uk

hello@hamiltonflooring.co.uk
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OUR SERVICES
Carpets  
Luxury Vinyl    

Vinyl Flooring
Laminates
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Our Trusted Advisor, Josephine, is happy
to answer your questions about living in a
care home.
Call us on 01926 421 309 and ‘Press 1’ to
speak to Josephine.

Registered charity
number 1012788

Find out more

Four Ways 
care home
Your local not-for-profit care home
provider.

Facilities at Four Ways
 Café and hair salon
Conservatory and garden 

with patio
 Household lounges, dining 

rooms and kitchenettes

 Caring, friendly staff available when 
you need them

 A warm welcome to family 
and friends

 A range of activities and things to 
get involved with

 Memory Maker minibus 
for trips out

wcs-care.co.uk /wcscare wcs_care

Every day well lived

Josephine 
Rugg
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For general garden maintenance in the Leamington & Warwick area,
contact Mowst Garden Services.

Mowing, strimming, hedge cutting, weeding, leaf clearance, 
garden tidy ups etc

Radford Semele based. Please get in touch for quotes,  
bookings or to discuss any garden issues you may have:

Mobile 07835 995161- Email pgaff99@gmail.com

Competitive rates, reliable and quality service.

MOWST GARDEN SERVICES
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Services are streamed Live and are available afterwards on our website:
https://www.lillingtonparishchurch.org 

For Funeral, Baptism and Wedding enquiries, please contact Revd.
William Smith on 01926 316475 or email vicar@lillingtonparishchurch.org 
 
For general enquiries please contact the church office by telephone on
01926 470449 or email office@lillingtonparishchurch.org. Outside of
office hours, please leave a message on the answer phone and we will
return your call. 

 

From The Church Records - December

Baptisms   Weddings   Funerals & Memorial Services

 

Sunday Worship in February

1 Feb 
Candlemas

9.30am 
11.15am 
6.00pm 

Holy Communion (in church & online) 
All Age Communion (in church) 
Evening Service (in church) 

8 Feb
2  before
Lent

nd
9.30am 
11.15am 

Holy Communion (in church & online) 
Worship for All (in church) 

15 Feb
1  before
Lent

st
9.30am 
11.15am 

Holy Communion (in church & online) 
Worship for All (in church) with Sunday Club and
Community Lunch (in church)

22 Feb
1  of Lentst

9.30am 
11.15am 

Holy Communion (in church & online) 
Worship for All (in church) 
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Weekday Services in  February - Holy Communion in church & online at
 10am on Wednesday 4, 11, 18, 25 February

https://www.lillingtonparishchurch.org/
mailto:vicar@lillingtonparishchurch.org
mailto:office@lillingtonparishchurch.org


VICAR: William Smith 01926 316475
vicar@lillingtonparishchurch.org
CURATE: Cerys Smith 07813782512
curate@lillingtonparishchurch.org
GENERAL enquiries & office: 
Wendy Driscoll 01926 470449
office@lillingtonparishchurch.org
CHILDREN AND FAMILIES: Hester Meacock 
cfprojectworker@gmail.com
WARDENS: 
Sarah Boad 07850 050238
sarah@lillingtonparishchurch.org
Isabella Moore 07801 108720
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC:
music@lillingtonparishchurch.org
LOVE LILLINGTON
Christine Butler 07963229756
lovelillingtonaction@lillingtonparishchurch.org
CROSSTALK:
crosstalk@lillingtonparishchurch.org

CONTACT US!
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Sunday 
9.30am Holy Communion Service
(1 hour service with robed choir)
11.15am All Age Service 
(40 minute service with children at its heart)

Wednesday
10.00am Holy Communion Service

Church Services 

OR you can now join us via our website:
www.lillingtonparishchurch.org/streaming 
or follow us on Twitch: 
www.twitch.tv/lillington_parish_church
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How to find us
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